
FALL 2010

“Promoting Forest 
Stewardship Through 

Education.”

As we get ready to turn the calendar 
from 2010 to 2011, I am heartened by 
the loyal and enthusiastic support of 
our sponsors and volunteers, and glad 
to say that Forests Today & Forever has 
had a successful year in many ways.  

As the divide continues to grow 
between rural and urban society, it is 
critical that the general public under-
stand the “what, why and how” of for-
est management, and we have shared 
clear and objective information about 

natural resource management with 
hundreds of members of the general 
public.

I am confident in my belief that the 
good work of Forests Today & Forever 
is an important and necessary invest-
ment in support of responsible forest 
stewardship, and that our mission to 
Promote Forest Stewardship Through 
Education remains as important today 
as when our organization was founded 
in 1992.

Although it has always has been 
difficult to successfully manage any 
business enterprise, it is extremely 
beneficial when a business enjoys pub-
lic support for its cause – and I thank 
you for your financial support, your 
time and energy, and the use of your 
tree farms.  

I am expecting even bigger things 
for next year.

Mike Payne
FT&F Board President

From the desk of the President…

See YEAR IN REVIEW, page 2

It has been an interesting 
year at FT& F. 

In spite of the impact of  
“The Great Recession” — 
businesses downsizing, fund-
ing avenues narrowing and 
agencies consolidating as pri-
orities and programs shifted 
— we at FT&F are pleased 
to say that support for our 
mission of promoting forest 
stewardship through educa-

tion continues.
Our fine sponsors continue 

to sponsor; our teachers con-
tinue to value our programs 
and our volunteers continue 
to step up. And we continue 
to be grateful for that support 
throughout the past and dur-
ing this time of flux and un-
certainty in the future.        

 The accomplishments of 
the 2009-10 year include: 

OLC Student Tours 
This year, FT&F again 

partnered with Oregon 
Women in Timber and the 
Oregon Forest Resources 
Institute to provide 546 stu-
dents from 10 Lane County 
schools with a field trip to the 
Oregon Logging Conference 
to learn about their timbered 
heritage and to take a look at 
its future.  

The day included a video on 
forestry, a Talk About Trees 
presentation about the many 
contributions our timber-
lands make to our lives, and a 
Meet a Forester session where 
they learned a bit about the 
work our foresters perform 
and the tools they use. The 
class concluded with a tour of 

The year in review

Students from Pleasant Hill enjoy lunch in the learning meadow at 
the Bauman Tree Farm for the Fall Forest Field Days. It was the first 
visit to the site for the school, which has traditionally gone to the 
Petersen Tree Farm on Upper Camp Creek Road . “It just gets better 
and better!” said teacher Beth McCool, above.  



the outdoor equipment 
show.  In all, more than 
15 volunteers gave their 
time and skills for this 
worthy endeavor. 

OLC Exhibitor’s    
 Booth 

For the third year 
running, FT&F hosted 
an Exhibitor’s Booth 
with the Associated 
Oregon High School 
Forestry Clubs to draw 
support for — and in-
form the public about 
— our mission to pro-
mote forest stewardship 
through education. 

Career Fairs 
In an ongoing effort 

to promote awareness 
of employment oppor-
tunities in both forestry 
and the woods prod-
ucts industry, FT&F 
presented at several 
area career fairs this 
past spring, including 
the Lane County Youth 
Fair, the Springfield 
High School Career 
Day, the Thurston Ca-
reer Fair and the Cot-
tage Grove High School 
Career Day. More than 
220 students were pro-
vided with information 
provided by OFRI on 
forest-related career 
opportunities. 

Spring Preview 
This year, Tom Bau-

man, Lindsay Reaves 
and builder Lee Holly 
— with a little help 
from ‘our friends’ 
— demonstrated their 
commitment to natural 
resource education by 
constructing perma-
nent shelters, trails and 
bridges to enhance the 
Forest Field Day learn-
ing experience at the 
Bauman Tree Farm. 

To introduce the 
changes and our For-
est Field Day pro-
gram to potential new 
participants, a Spring 
Preview was held at 
the tree farm in April. 
Along with our current 
teachers, sponsors and 
volunteers, the area’s 
high school and middle 
school science teach-
ers and principals were 
invited, as were alterna-
tive school and Home-
Source officials, OSU 
Forestry students and 
Scout leaders. 

Also with an eye 
toward attracting new 
participants, FT&F 
worked with our 
Bethel teachers to re-
fine the curriculum 
format. OSU forestry 
and recreation students 
— as well as the UO 
Duck Corp volunteers 
— were also informed 
of our programs and 
invited to contribute to 
outdoor resource edu-
cation as volunteers. 

Forest Field Days 
This past year, 1,350 

students, teachers and 
parent volunteers from 
14 schools took part in 
a Forest Field Day on a 
local family tree farms 
in Lane and Linn coun-
ties. Through the 4-6 
week curricula, they 
learned about timber 
production and refor-
estation, soil and water 
protections, wildlife 
identification and is-
sues inherent to public 
recreation on forest-
lands. 

In Lane County, 
Junction City and Eu-
gene schools descended 
upon the Bauman’s 

near Crow, while Pleas-
ant Hill students spent 
the day at the Petersen’s 
on Upper Camp Creek 
Road. On the coast, 
volunteers celebrated 
five years of Forest 
Field Days with Flor-
ence and Mapleton 
classes gathering at 
the Huntington prop-
erty on the No. Fork 
of the Siuslaw. And in 
Linn County, students 
from Sweet Home and 
Lebanon schools again 
took their lessons at 
the Udell’s Happy Val-
ley Tree Farm. 

More than 90 volun-
teers stepped up for the 
events, coming from the 
industry, the business 
and educational com-
munities, watershed 
councils, the Oregon 
Dept. of Forestry, the 
Bureau of Land Man-
agement, the Society of 
American Foresters, the 
U.S. Forest Service, the 
Small woodland Own-
ers Associations, OSU, 
and Women Owning 
Woodlands, among 
others.  We are grate-
ful for their continuing 

support. 
Forest Discovery  

 Tours 
This summer, as part 

of our public education 
component, FTF once 
again teamed up with 
Lane County landown-
ers, Lane Community 
College and OFRI to 
offer a series of free 
Forest Discovery Tours 
to inform our residents 
about sustainable for-
estry and varying land 
management strategies 
of public and private 
landowners. Our host 
partners included the 
Bureau of Land Man-
agement, Roseburg Re-
sources, Weyerhauser 
Company, the Hull-
Oakes Sawmill and 
Tom Bauman.

We also provided a 
Seed to Sawmill tour 
for 40 Lane County 
teachers through a 
partnership with The 
Summer Institute. The 
tour offered a look at 
a modern sawmill, a 
snapshot of the latest 
in seed production, a 
presentation on the 
contributions and con-
cerns of our family for-

est owners, a look at the 
life of a tree farmer and 
an industrial forester’s 
perspective on the 
strong personal sense 
of stewardship felt by 
those who manage our 
forests. 

Although not every 
tour was or is success-
ful, 110 ‘tourists’ gained 
a broader perspective 
on the many contribu-
tions of our working 
forests, and many ques-
tions were asked and 
answered. 

Newsletters 
  & Website    
FT&F continues to 

inform our readership 
and to build our base 
of support through its 
quarterly newsletter, 
which is sent to nearly 
500 recipients. To re-
duce costs and conserve 
resources, we now send 
an electronic version to 
more than half of our 
readers.  Our website 
continues to provide in-
formation on our pro-
grams and our progress 
toward meeting the 
needs of forestry edu-
cation in the Southern 
Willamette Valley. 



Educating the public 
about Oregon’s forests and 
their many contributions to 
our communities is an ongo-
ing endeavor that does not 
happen without the support 
of many people, businesses 
and foundations. To that end, 
we wish to thank our newest 
sponsors — Wildish Sand & 
Gravel and Joshua Clark.

Wildish Sand & Gravel is 
part of a multi-faceted, fam-
ily-owned company based in 
the Eugene area since 1935. 
Wildish companies supply 
rock products and integrated 
general construction contract-
ing services throughout the 
Pacific Northwest — from 
those who need a pickup load 
of gravel for a do-it-yourself 
job, to owners of complex, 
multi-million dollar facilities.

Clark is an attorney who 
has represented Gleaves, 
Swearingen, Potter and Scott 
on the FT&F Board of Di-
rectors for nearly eight years.  
He believes that forest stew-
ardship is “a responsibility 
that spans generations.” 

“It was truly a pleasure to 
serve as a board member and 
officer of FT&F,” Clark said. 
“The two things that impress 

me the most about the orga-
nization are the dedication 
and focus of its board mem-
bers and executive director, 
and the focus of that energy 
on benefiting children in the 
community.  

“FT&F exposes kids to 
the possibilities that exist in 
the forest industry, “ he con-
tinued, “which helps us to 
help Oregon and its forests 
provide for generations to 
come.  I truly believe FT&F 
is good for Oregon, and while 
I have retired from the board, 
I’ll back up my statement by 
becoming a new sponsor, and 
I encourage all of FT&F’s ex-
isting sponsors to continue 
their good works by continu-
ing to support FT&F in the 
future.”

Although Clark will con-
tinue to practice law in busi-
ness, real estate, timber and 
estate planning, he has left the 
biggest law firm in the area to 
join one of the smallest, the 
family law firm of Parrish & 
McIntyre, LCC.

We wish him well, and 
thank him for his past service 
and continued support, as we 
thank Wildish Sand & Grav-
el for its generosity. 

It is with great apprecia-
tion that we announce the 
receipt of three grants that 
help assure our educational 
programs continue in the 
Southern Willamette Valley. 

The Friends of Paul Bun-
yan Foundation has awarded 
FT&F a $5,000 grant for 
general support, and both 
the Plum Creek Foundation 
and the International Paper 
Foundation have awarded 

grants ($2,500 and $3,000 
respectively) in support of 
our Forest Field Days. We 
thank them sincerely for 
their generosity, both past 
and present!

The funds will be well 
used, as we are expecting  
200 students more for FFD 
this year, including Ham-
lin Middle School and new 
classes from Cal Young Mid-
dle School of the 4J District. 

We patiently volunteer a few hours of time,
Hoping school kids will somehow connect,
With a natural resource topic or chime,
And appreciate our forests with due respect.

They arrive on busses in shorts and flip flops,
When the forecast had been for wind and rain.
It’s just not cool to wear rain gear tops,
Or boots to avoid a footing strain.

They’re goofy and giggly on adolescent highs,
The meadow fills with their happy sounds.
Instantly a collective energy starts to rise,
Their youthful hubbub quickly crowns.

Parceled in groups and herded toward stations,
Instructors engage their eager young minds.
They quickly fall into the lesson foundations,
As the student and teacher routine unwinds.

Easily noted which classes have prepared,
Each child with pencil and worksheet,
Hands shoot skyward and answers shared,
Working with this class is such a treat.

There is occasionally a delinquent found,
Or a soul with a bit of an attitude,
But nearly all are a joy to be around,
And are there with a sense of gratitude.

It seems a few kids can make a connection,
By day’s end after some natural exposure,
With trees, soil, wildlife, or recreation,
And the wonders of our tree farm enclosure. Grants awarded!

The following was written by an anonymous
 FT&F board member…

Forest Field Days

New Sponsors  

FORESTS TODAY & FOREVER
PROGRAM COORDINATOR LARAE ASH

Forests Today & Forever is 
a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 

For more information, please see our web site:
www.foreststodayandforever.org

Contact LaRae Ash at (541)767-9078 or email at  
coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org



Educator 
($10,000+)

Weyerhaeuser NR 
Company

Champions 
($5,000 - $7,499)

Moss Adams LLP
Oregon Forest 

Resources Institute
Roseburg Resources 

Co.
Seneca Sawmill Co.
Starfire Lumber Co.
Transition 

Management, Inc.
Friends of the Paul 

Bunyan Foundation

Sponsors 
($2,500 - $4,999)

BJ Equipment 
Company

Giustina Land and 
Timber

Giustina Resources

Gleaves Swearingen 
Potter & Scott LLP

International Paper 
Foundation

Menasha Forest 
Management 
Services LLC

Plum Creek Timber, 
Inc.

Rosboro
Sundance Lumber Co. 

Inc.
Teevin Brothers Land 

& Timber Co.
The Campbell Group
Weyerhaeuser 

Active Volunteer 
Employees

Zip-O-Log Mills, Inc.

Associate Sponsors 
($1,000 - $2,499)

Blachly-Lane Electric 
Co-op

Cascade Timber 
Consulting

Hershner Hunter LLP
Hull-Oakes Lumber 

Co. Inc.
IFA Nurseries, Inc.
J Davidson & Sons 

Construction
Jones & Roth P.C.
Kernutt Stokes Brandt 

& Co. LLP
Lane County Small 

Woodlands 
Association

Starker Forests, Inc.
Strata Forestry
Tyree Oil, Inc.
Woodard Family 

Foundation

Supporters 
($500 - $999)

Anonymous
Bill Fleenor, West 

Lane County 
Commissioner

Commercial Thinning 
Systems

Gary Foglio Trucking, 
Inc.

Joshua Clark
Les Schwab Tire 

Centers
Lewis River Nursery, 

Inc.
Lewis River 

Reforestation, Inc.
Northwest 

Community Credit 
Union

Oakridge Sand and 
Gravel

Pacforest Supply 
Company

Rainbarrel Industries
Reforestation Services, 

Inc. & PDA
Ward Insurance
Western Helicopter 

Services, Inc.

Friends
(Up to $500)

Anonymous

Bill Wynkoop
Blue Sky Logging
Bob Johnson
Burton Saw & Supply
Cole Resource 

Management Co.
Dave Cramsey
Dick Powell
 The Jerry Brown 

Company, Inc.
Kimberley & James 

Workman
KPD Insurance, Inc.
Lane County Tax 

Equalization
Rexius Forest 

By-Products
Shamrock Building 

Materials
Steve Woodard
Steve Bowers
Timber Products 

Company
Ward Northwest, Inc.
Wildish Sand & 

Gravel

2009 - 2010 Forests Today & Forever Sponsors

 Retired educator Dave Rankin speaks to 40 
Lane County teachers on the issues and con-
cerns of small woodland owners at the Bau-
man Tree Farm during this summer’s Seed 
to Sawmill Teacher Tour.

Students identify wildlife 
and dissect owl pellets at 
the Florence FFD on the 

Huntington Tree Farm. 


